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Welcome to the WJB Dorn 
VA Medical Center

VA Dorn Expansion / Potential Jobs for Veterans
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Nights of Lodging provided:   5840/year
Savings to families of Veterans:  over $500,000/year

“No Families Pay to Stay at a Fisher House”

Dorn VAMC Fisher House rendering (notional)
16- suites; 13,400 sq.ft

Estimated cost:  ~$6.5M 
Construction schedule:  9-15 months

For Active duty / Veterans / Families

We need your help for The  VA Dorn Fisher House to make it a reality !
What is it? Home away from home! Who will this help? 52,000 + patients in SC

“Home away from home”
On the Dorn VA Campus within walking distance of   
Hospital will be  8-21 suites, 5000-16,800 sq ft 
Common kitchen, dining room, laundry, living room & 
playroom
A home…not just lodging!  For Active Duty, veterans , 
and families of patients   who are  60 miles away 
from Columbia . If they get  healthcare at Dorn and 
other authorized civilian & military hospitals in the 
Columbia area, then they are qualified.

Specifics about Donations : 501 c  approved, every dollar you donate will be matched 1:1 by the Fisher House Foundation.

➢ 52,848 SC Veterans travel over
➢ 589 +/- miles for treatment at 
➢ Columbia Dorn VAMC

How do I donate? Let me show you the way!!

Via secure website: 



22 Jan 2019 
Military Retired 

Pay
State Tax

Exemptions

29 States = Total  Exemption

19 States = Partial Exemption

4 States   = No Exemption



Representative G. Murrell Smith, Jr.
H 3135 General Bill, 
By G.M.Smith, Erickson, Yow and Funderburk
Similar (S 0179)

Republican - Sumter
District 67 - Sumter County - Map
Columbia Address
420B Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201
Business Phone (803) 734-3042
Home Address
P.O. Box 580
Sumter 29151
Home Phone (803) 469-4416
Business Phone (803) 778-2471

Democrat - Sumter
District 35 - Kershaw, Lee, 
Richland&Sumter Counties -
Map
Columbia Address
508 Gressette Bldg.
Columbia 29201
Business Phone (803) 212-6132
Home Address
P. O. Box 57
Sumter 29151
Home Phone (803) 778-0597
Business Phone (803) 775-1263Senator J. Thomas McElveen, III

Session 123 - (2019-2020) S 0179 General Bill,
By McElveen, Campbell, Johnson, McLeod, Climer, Shealy, Young and Davis 
Similar (H 3135)

S.179 and H.3135
Workforce Enhancement and Military Recognition 
Act (Senate Finance & House Ways & Means)
This bill amends Act 272 of 2016 to continue the 
phase-in of the military retirement exemption 
through tax year 2020, and then converts to a full 
military retirement income exemption commencing 
in tax year 2021.
Note: See Attachment 1

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1703408887&chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=539772663&chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1998863577&chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=629545379&chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=179&session=123&summary=B&headerfooter=1
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/maps/house/HD67.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/maps/senate/Sen35.pdf


Passing a Budget and any Legislation is an Exercise in Clearing Hurdles

▪ Three readings in the House and Senate.  First reading is the 
Bill’s introduction.  All readings must occur on separate days.

▪ For the budget, most of the detailed deliberation takes place 
after 1st reading and before 2nd reading in Committee.

▪ 2nd reading in each chamber is where open debate among all 
members occurs, and the base document used for debate is 
the House Ways and Means Committee or Senate Finance 
Committee recommended version.

▪ 3rd reading is usually perfunctory.

▪ Once all of this occurs in both bodies, differences are 
negotiated by a Conference Committee with 3 Senators and 3 
House members.

▪ If the Conference Committee reaches compromise on all 
differences, then both bodies must approve by simple majority 
the Report.

▪ Then, the bill becomes an Act and is submitted to the 
Governor who has line item veto authority over the budget.

▪ Each Budget Veto stands unless both chambers override the 
veto by a 2/3rds vote.









Current HR 3147 SC Military Pay State Tax Exemption….What does it mean to be a YELLOW STATE ?= PARTIAL Exemption

So why do need this exemption ??
1. SC is competing for a skilled workforce
2. Population in SC aging. Need to retain youth 
3. Trained, skilled, leaders, team and mission oriented,  

retirement income + healthcare. SOLID CITIZENS!!
4. Attract & Retain Military = Investment for future!!

<65= Deduction 
from EARNED 
INCOME ONLY!

>65 = NO Earned 
Income requirements



Current SC Veterans Nursing Homes

Anticipated NEW State Veteran Nursing Homes 

to be finalized in April 2019

Locations / 3 New State Nursing Homes / 104 Beds each

- 1 in Columbia near Farrow Road

- 1 Florence 

- 1 Cherokee County
Senate Labor Commerce and Industry Chairman Thomas Alexander, R-Walhalla.
https://www.independentmail.com/story/news/2018/07/23/three-more-

nursing-homes-veterans-planned-south-carolina/803101002/

https://www.independentmail.com/story/news/2018/07/23/three-more-nursing-homes-veterans-planned-south-carolina/803101002/
https://www.independentmail.com/story/news/2018/07/23/three-more-nursing-homes-veterans-planned-south-carolina/803101002/


, 

Mullins, SC 29574

Sopakco Packaging, 

The Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center Atlantic (SSC Atlantic) is a 
component of the United States Navy located in Charleston, South Carolina. 
development, acquisition and life cycle support of effectively integrated 
Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) systems, Information Technology (IT) and Space 
capabilities. 

Funding for MILCON across South Carolina: $53 million for the MQ-9 Reaper mission 
control element at Shaw AFB; $35 million for range improvements and modernization at 
Parris Island; $52 million for trainee barracks upgrades at Fort Jackson. MCAS Beaufort is 
authorized $9.5 million for a recycling and hazardous waste facility, and $6.3 million for a 
cryogenics facility.

AH-64E National Guard Helicopter

What’s the point ?
Military is a MAJOR INDUSTRY IN SC !

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina


How Important is the military to SC and political Impact ?
Military Base Taskforce  Economic Impact Studies 

USC  Darla School  of Business & Clemson University
HARD DATA REFERENCES? = Credible & Quotable 

REF:  https://www.scmilitarybases.com/impact/



BOTTOM LINE= When we collaborate & communicate 

with a consistent message we FORCE MULTIPLY!

This meeting and future meetings are an attempt to do that 
throughout SC. It is an effort to mimic the Military Collation in DC

http://www.themilitarycoalition.org/tmc-members.html
The Military Coalition (TMC), of which MOAA is a founding member, comprises more than 30 military and veterans’ 

organizations that have yoked their individual membership bases, offering great strength in numbers. Such strength has 
yielded key victories in the fight to preserve and enhance your earned benefits.
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